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Introduction

• Components produced from cold and hot rolled 

steel sheets, since they require properties of 

sufficient strength and formability. 

• The accurate prediction of forming defects is 

useful in the process design to overcome 

problems resulting from the post-forming 

springback, occurrence of wrinkles and 

occurrence of ductile failure.

• Many of this components are axisymmetric and 

are produced from thick sheets. 
[Deep drawn metal components, parts & products, 

http://www.delconindustries.in/]

[Asnafi, N., Shams, T., Aspenberg, D. et al. 3D Metal Printing from 

an Industrial Perspective—Product Design, Production, and 

Business Models. Berg Huettenmaenn Monatsh 164, 91–100 

(2019). https://doi.org/10.1007/s00501-019-0827-z]
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Forming defects prediction 

Benchmark 2 (Numisheet 2018): Cup drawing of anisotropic thick steel sheet

• Hot rolled steel sheet (SAPH 440 in Japanese Industrial Standard)

• Circular blank with a diameter of 246 mm and a thickness of 2.8 mm

• Three different process conditions are analysed:

• Task 1: Predict the height and cross-sectional shape of the drawn cup after springback

• Task 2: Predict the number and locations of wrinkles in the drawn cup

• Task 3. Predict the die height at which the blank fractures at the apex of the centre boss

Schematic illustration of the forming tools used in the cup drawing: (left) Task 1; (right) Task 2 and 3.
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Cup drawing of anisotropic thick steel sheet

Finite element model

• DD3IMP in-house finite element code (implicit time integration)

• 1/4 of the model (symmetry conditions)

• Forming tools are assumed rigid discretized by Nagata patches

• The Coulomb friction law is adopted, constant m = 0.15 

• Blank discretized by linear hexahedral (8-nodes) finite elements 

(4 layers through the thickness)

4 layers

54,348 elements

4 layers

61,376 elements

4 layers

60,552 elements

Discretization of the blank with hexahedral finite elements: (left) Task 1; (middle) Task 2; (right) Task 3.
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Cup drawing of anisotropic thick steel sheet

Finite element model

• Plastic behaviour of the specimen modelled by the Swift law (isotropic work hardening), fitted neglecting the 

initial plateau.

Stress–equivalent plastic strain curve and hardening law 

fitted from the uniaxial tensile test in the rolling direction.
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Yield criterion

Cazacu and Barlat, 2001 (CB2001)
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Yield criterion

DD3MAT: objective function 

• Minimized with a downhill simplex method
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SAPH 440 orthotropic behaviour

Identification of the anisotropy parameters 

• CB2001: Based on the r-value and yield stress in-plane directionalities and on the  values (p
0=0.05).

• Hill48: Based only on r0º, r45º and r90º (assuming G+H = 1).
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SAPH 440 orthotropic behaviour

Identification of the anisotropy parameters 

• The CB2001 yield criterion enables the proper description of the normalized yield stresses and r-values

• As expected the Hill48 leads to a wider variation of the normalized yield stresses, with a maximum error at 45º 

to RD. 
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SAPH 440 orthotropic behaviour

Identification of the anisotropy parameters 
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Cup drawing of anisotropic thick steel sheet

Earing profile (Task 1) 

• Although the forming force is globally overestimated, the numerical result are in good agreement with the 

experimental measurements (4 tests under identical conditions)

• The number of ears (4) is accurately predicted, while the amplitude of the earing profile is overestimated 
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Cup drawing of anisotropic thick steel sheet

Springback (Task 1) 

• The numerical predictions are in very good agreement with the experimental measurements since the 

springback is very low in this axisymmetric component

• Nevertheless, the detail of the cup profile highlights the accurate prediction of the slope of the cup’s bottom, 

which can be an important aspect when dealing with the assembly of this type of components

• Although the CB2001 yield criterion predicts this slope better, it overestimates the global deviation.  

Comparison between experimental and predicted springback in Task 1: (left) cup profile in the xOz plane; (right) cup 

profile in the plane transverse to the RD (yOz).
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Cup drawing of anisotropic thick steel sheet

Wrinkling in the cup wall (Task 2)

• The amplitude of wrinkles is significantly underestimated by the numerical model. In fact, the wrinkling amplitude 

measured in the experimental cups is about 4 mm, while the numerical prediction provides an amplitude lower 

than 1 mm

• The CB2001 yield criterion predicts 16 wrinkles (within the experimental range of 15-18)

Analysis of cup wall wrinkling in Task 2: (left) comparison between experimental and predicted radial coordinate 

evaluated in the inner surface at 25 mm from the cup base; (right) geometry of the cup with wrinkles.
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Cup drawing of anisotropic thick steel sheet

Tearing in the center boss (Task 3)

• The fracture is observed experimentally in the range 2.6<H<3.6 mm, as shown through the dispersion in the 

measured thickness value

• These results highlight the importance of the plasticity model in the prediction of ductile fracture.

Comparison between experimental and predicted results in Task 3: (left) evolution of the minimum thickness in the apex of the

center boss in function of the distance, H, between the punch and the die; (right-top) predicted thickness strain for H =2.4 mm; 

(right-bottom) cup geometry and predicted thickness strain for H =3.6 mm (CB2001).
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Conclusions 

• The earing profile is accurately predicted since the in-plane distribution of both the r-values and the 

yield stresses is accurately described by the CB2001 yield criterion. Nevertheless, the earing 

amplitude is overestimated, which can be related overestimation of the force. 

• Since the springback is typically slight in axisymmetric cups, both yield criteria lead to similar 

prediction, although the CB2001 presents a higher overestimation of the deviation.

• The amplitude of the wrinkles developed in the flange (when no blank holding force is applied) is 

clearly underestimated by the numerical model. This can be related with the static implicit time 

integration approach, where sometimes the initiation of the wrinkles requires an initial imperfection.

• The thinning in the apex of the center boss is accurately predicted by the numerical model that uses 

the CB2001 yield criterion, i.e. the difference between experimental and numerical thickness is 

always inferior to 4%. Besides, the predicted thickness strain is in good agreement with the location 

of the necking observed in the cup. 
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